Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
MAFL Fund
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At half-time on Saturday it looked as though the Crows would continue their laudable habit of being kind with our money. Come the third quarter though, a wildly self-believing Eagles unit pressed running into the wind, and the Crows began to unravel. An 8-point lead going into the last didn’t seem enough for the Crows and, in the end, it wasn’t. 
If you’ll allow me to wax philosophical for a moment, I think one of the great things about Aussie Rules and other sports that are played out over a longish time period is that, like a well-written book, a plot-line emerges, sub-plots develop, characters enter and exit sometimes playing the role we expect, sometimes not, and there’s tension, climax and resolution. 

It’s for this reason that I believe 20/20 cricket will never satisfy the true sportslover. There’s not enough time for the game to develop a meaningful narrative, there’s no subtlety in the play (“hmmm … should I try to cross-bat this one for 4 or slog sweep it for 6? Perhaps I should wait to see who’s bowling.”) and too often the team chasing is no-show or a shoe-in after just a handful of overs. Compare and contrast this with the 5-day War and Peace that is a Test Match.
Anyway, back to the footy. With the Crows’ demise the share price drops to $1.2501 ($1.1216 ex SSD). So, with just the Granny remaining, I feel pretty confident in declaring that we’ll finish with a profit this year.
Model Tipping

The Crows let the Model down on the tipping front too, leaving it with just 1 from 2 for the week and 4 from 8 (50%) for the Finals. 

Here’s the weekend’s detail:
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This weekend Sydney led at every change as did the Crows, but only the Swans managed to go on with it. In losing, the Crows became only the 12th team in 62 finals in the 2000-2006 period who have lost after leading at three-quarter time. They also became the team squandering the largest half-time lead in a final during that period (the next closest being Geelong’s unforgettable loss to Sydney in last year’s final series after leading by 20 at the main break).
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As was the case last weekend, neither team was subject to The Curse this weekend as the tipped victory margins were 26 and 3 points. Sydney’s win moves the Model’s record to 56 and 12 (82%) for tips where the predicted victory margin is 3 goals or more. That’s now 13 correct tips in a row of this type, and 42 correct in the last 47. 
Line Betting Results
For many of those watching on Saturday, the result of Ashley Hansen’s shot-for-goal after the siren was inconsequential. For line-betting punters, though, it mattered a great deal. With the Eagles leading by 4 points and giving 8½ start on Sportsbet, an indifferent and inaccurate kick would see the Crows sneak home on line betting, while a goal would reverse this result and give line betting honours to the Eagles. So, as it turned out, Ashley got to break the hearts of two different groups of people in just over a minute: Crows fans with the mark and Crows line-betting punters with the goal.
The goal after the siren meant that the Model tipped just one from two on line betting this weekend, moving it to 5 and 3 (63%) for line betting in the Finals series, and 89 and 95 (48%) for the season.
(Early indications on the viability of a line-betting program for next year have been good. More details in the next newsletter).
With both teams covering their respective spreads, we’ve now had 4 teams covering the spread and 4 teams failing to cover during the Finals series.
The Grand Final – The Model’s Early Thoughts
Even though it appears that the Swans will start as slight underdogs, at this point the Model is tipping them to win by a couple of points. That’s not the Model’s official tip – you’ll get that on Thursday – but it is how the Model’s currently leaning. The Model’s not certain enough at this stage though to fancy a piece of the $2.00 on offer for the Swans.
As usual, please let me know if you want to buy into or sell out of the Fund by Wednesday 5pm.
‘Til Thursday,

Tony
